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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 2 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 112 recites the holes 
are adapted to allow passage of tubular shaped objects from one chamber to a 
neighboring chamber. It appears independent claim 111, from which claim 112 depends 
from, already recites holes being arranged to allow at least some of the elongated 
elements to pass from one chamber to a neighboring chamber in lines 6-7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 104, 98, 109, 1 12, 1 14 and 1 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 104 recites a connector comprising apertures wherein ends of elongated 
elements of a preform are received and arranging the chambers of the connector so 
that the ends received in the apertures terminate in the chamber. Claim 104 further 
recites elongated elements are intended to pass through the apertures. The apertures 
were initially recited for receiving ends of the elongated elements of a preform. That is 
the ends of the elongated elements reside within the aperture. However the apertures 
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were subsequently recited for passing the elongated elements through. It is unclear 
what the function of the apertures is, to receive ends of elements or to allow the 
elements to pass through. Further clarification is necessary. 

5. Furthermore, there seems to be a lack of nexus between the chambers and 
apertures. For example, do the chambers comprise the apertures? 

6. Claim 1 1 2 recites holes adapted to allow the passage of a tubular shaped object 
from one chamber to the next. Claim 1 1 2 depends from claim 111, which recites holes 
adapted to allow at least some of the elongated elements to pass from one chamber to 
the next. It is unclear if the tubular shaped object is the same as the elongated 
elements recited in the independent claim. Please clarify. 

7. Claim 1 1 4 recites "wherein the opening of at least one section is arranged to 
provide access to the chamber of that section for a plurality of elongated elements 
having holes therein and extending in a preform longitudinally from the first end of the 
stack through to the section". There are several unclear points in this limitation. 

8. First, it is unclear what is longitudinally from the first end of the stack through to 
the section. Is the opening arranged longitudinally from the first end of the stack 
through to the section? Or are elongated elements arranged longitudinally from the first 
end of the stack through to the section? It appears the claim originally recited the 
opening/hole extends longitudinally from the chamber through to the first end of the 
stack. However the amendment seems to indicate perhaps the elongated elements 
extend longitudinally from the first end to the section. 
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9. Second, the limitation recites at least one section and then later refers to "the 
section". It is unclear which section is being referred to in "the section", especially in the 
case when the "at least one section" comprises 2 or more sections. 

1 0. Third, it is unclear what is meant by a plurality of elongated elements having 
holes therein and extending in a preform longitudinally from the first end of the stack 
through to the section. More specifically, it is unclear what is meant by elements 
extending in a preform. Are the elements separate from the preform or does the preform 
comprises of these elements? Also, how do elements that extend in a preform also 
extend longitudinally through the stack, if the elements are in the preform? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

12. Claim 114 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Presby 
(WO 82/03345). Presby discloses a connector comprising a plurality of sections (i.e. 
15, 16) arranged in a stack extending in a longitudinal direction from a first end to a 
second end, each section comprising a chamber, a passage (i.e. 25, 26) in fluid 
communication with said chamber, and at least one opening (i.e. 33, 32), wherein the 
opening of a section is arranged to provide access to a chamber of that section. The 
opening capable of providing access for a plurality of elongated elements (such as 1 1 
and 12 or elongated elements of a preform) extending longitudinally from the first end of 
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the stack through to the section, said passage being connectable to an external 
pressure controller so that the chambers of the different sections can be pressurized to 
a different pressure (figures 1-2, 6, & 8, page 2-3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 111 and 117 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed May 10, 2010 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Regarding claim 114 and Presby, the applicant argues Presby does not 
teach a plurality of elongated elements having holes therein and extending in a preform 
longitudinally from the first end of the stack through to the section. The claim has been 
amended by recited an intended use for the connector, that is to allow access for 
elongated elements of a preform. The structural limitation being recited in this case is 
an opening that is capable of providing access to the chamber for a plurality of 
elongated elements. As can be seen in figure 2, the opening 33 is capable of providing 
access to the chamber (1 6) for a plurality of elongated elements (1 1 and 1 2). 
Therefore, the prior art of Presby meets the limitations of claim 114. 

15. Although allowable subject matter has been incorporated into independent claim 
104, the combination of limitations recited in former claims 97, 99 and 104 raises new 
112 indefiniteness issues, as discussed above. 

Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QUEENIE DEHGHAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Queenie Dehghan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



